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WHEREAS, the United States has been involved in war in Afghanistan for almost 
a decade and remains militarily engaged in what has become the longest war in 
American history; and 

WHEREAS, the mounting costs of the war in Afghanistan, now totaling over 
$100 billion a year, have constrained efforts to invest in job creation and in 
strengthening our country and our economy; and 

WHEREAS, according to a Gallup Poll released February 2, 2011, 72% of 
Americans favor action to "speed up the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan"; 
and 

WHEREAS, President Obama supports a transition to an Afghan-led security 
arrangement in Afghanistan "because open-ended war serves neither our 
interests nor the Afghan people's"; and 

WHEREAS, a diplomatic solution in Afghanistan that emphasizes economic 
development, political reconciliation and inclusion, the engagement of regional 
and global stakeholders, and the safeguarding of basic human rights is essential 
to ensure long-term stability in Afghanistan and the surrounding region; and 

WHEREAS, military and intelligence officials agree that the situation in 
Afghanistan will not ultimately be resolved by a military solution; and 

WHEREAS, the national and economic security of the United States depend upon 
a national defense strategy which addresses the modern threat of global terrorism 
in an effective, sustainable, and comprehensive manner; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Democratic Party recognizes the enormous 
strain placed on the U.S. military servicemembers, and their families since 2001 
as a result of continuing engagements in Iraq and Afghanistan and remains 
committed to ensuring that our troops have the support that they require when 
deployed as well as the care that they and their families need and deserve when 
they return home; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Democratic Party supports prioritizing job 
creation and a swift withdrawal of U.S. armed forces and military contractors in 
Afghanistan which must include a significant and sizable reduction no later than 
July 2011. 
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